228                           PAUL GAUGUIN
when the occasion arose, any islanders who might be suffering
from one or many of the imported diseases of Western
civilisation or from local infections* Everything was to be
accompanied by invoices showing the lowest possible figures
owing to the 20 per cent duty which he would have to pay in
Tahiti.
Daniel de Monfreid obeyed his instructions, but Gauguin's
fears that he might have to accept less than the proposed three
hundred francs a month were unfounded, for an agreement was
reached on that basis which held good for the rest of his life.
With the fixing of this monthly pension his financial worries
should have been over, but the subsequent irregularity with
which he received the money destroyed any feeling of security
that he may, at the beginning, have had.
Throughout the five years since he had returned to Tahiti
the cost of living had been rising and now was twice as high
as it had been in 1895. The personal tax paid by each settler
had been raised from 24 to 32 francs, and there was a proposal
by the local administration to impose an export tax on the
island's produce which threatened to lower the price to be
obtained for copra, the dried kernel of coco-nuts, as well as
for all other products. He was beginning to chafe under these
and other, real and imaginary, restrictions. He had for some
months already expended a great deal of amusing invective
in his newspaper, without any of his victims taking the least
official notice of the attacks. The "rottenness" of the colony
seemed greater than ever before, and a new impatience and
restlessness began to take hold of him. Tahiti was becoming
too civilised and was already too smug, restricted, and Mission-
ridden. From the point of view of his painting there was an
even greater drawback. He now found it almost impossible to
obtain models owing to the extension of the Mission's influence.
His old desire to visit the Marquesas Archipelago returned.
The Archipelago lay out of the track of frequent ships and was
populated by the finest of all the Polynesian races. It had
not escaped the attentions of the missionaries, he knew, but the